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I want to take this opportunity to welcome our
new PBA publication. It was decided a year ago that
we go paperless and post the Code 3 on the website.
After surveying our members as to whether they
preferred reading the publication online or the hard
copy, the membership was adamant in wanting the
magazine back in hard-copy form.

After seeing the New Jersey State PBA’s publica-
tion, I made inquiries with state PBA representatives
in New Jersey about who we would need to contact
in order to create our magazine. New Jersey reps

introduced me to Mitchell Krugel and Dan Rappoport from Krurapp
Communications.  So, here we are: Florida Cops Magazine: Palm
Beach County Edition. 

I believe this publication will keep our membership informed
about PBA issues and up to date on upcoming current events. 

I would like to welcome to PBSO, the bargaining unit members
from Greenacres Police Department. It has taken nearly five years to
successfully complete the merger. The Greenacres reps really have
to be commended, because without them, the merger would never
have happened. I want to personally thank Matt Dejoy, Josh Leheny
and Brandon Aultman; job well done. 

Finally, we recently concluded our scholarship program for this
year; the PBA was able to award more than $150,000 to the young
men and women of the PBA membership. It has truly been an expe-
rience to interview your children and watch them succeed in life.  

Be safe out there. d

JOHN KAZANJIAN, PRESIDENT

The PBCPBA has discovered that potentially millions
of dollars in unpaid benefits are owed to members with
work-injury claims, even though the members have
returned to work without loss of income. 

These benefits, commonly referred to as “impairment
payments,” are mandated by statute for any officer who
receives a “whole body impairment” for a work injury or
disease claim. The problem is especially pronounced for
members who have claims under the Heart Bill, for
either hypertension or heart disease, where payments
owed can exceed $100,000. Unfortunately, many officers

are not aware that these tax-free payments are owed and workers’ com-
pensation administrators have taken advantage of this ignorance to the
detriment of our membership.

It is troubling to think that professionals with responsibilities to admin-
ister workers’ compensation claims often fail in the most basic tasks. At
our recent event for the PBA on Aug. 11, we had unexpected guests from
Palm Beach County Risk Management who insisted that there was no
problem with unpaid “impairment” payments to Palm Beach County law
enforcement officers.

After these representatives of Risk Management left the meeting, we
identified approximately 20 officers and retired officers that had not
received any monetary compensation for significant cardiac problems.
Needless to say, identifying these officers led to the conclusion that Risk
Management was incorrect in the assessment that “there is nothing to see
here.”

Our firm has seen the same pattern of unpaid impairment benefits
repeated over and over across the state of Florida. The failure is especially
pronounced in cases involving hypertension and heart disease, which are
work-related by operation of the Heart Bill.  If we had not seen this prob-
lem in Jacksonville, Dade County, Miami Beach, Orlando, Tallahassee and
countless other places, perhaps we would be less skeptical when faced

with assurances from officials and workers’ compensation administrators
that benefits had been paid as required by law.  

The 20 officers in Palm Beach County are likely owed tens, if not hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars. Given the fact that not a single Palm Beach
County officer we have met with has received statutorily mandated
impairment payments, we must conclude that the problem is
widespread.  

If you have a work injury or disease claim, and especially a claim cov-
ered by the Heart Bill for either hypertension or heart disease, you should
investigate your entitlement to non-taxable impairment benefits. 

The PBCPBA has leveled the playing field by engaging the law firm of
Bichler, Kelley, Oliver, Longo, & Fox, PLLC to assist members with the
investigation and litigation of these claims.

Bichler/Kelley is a statewide legal practice with a sole focus of assisting
first responders with disability claims and no firm in Florida has success-
fully litigated more Heart Bill cases. In the past year alone, Bichler/Kelley
secured more than 20 million dollars in benefits for officers with Heart Bill
claims.

It is critical for officers to understand that these payments can be quite
substantial and that even if you have previously been paid impairment
benefits there is a strong likelihood that the payment was too low.
Similarly, anyone receiving payments from workers’ compensation
administrators in the coming months should contact Bichler/Kelley to
determine the accuracy and sufficiency of such payments. All questions
and inquiries should be directed to 866-245 8977.d 

Geoff Bichler is the founding member and managing partner of Bichler, Kelley,
Oliver, Longo & Fox, PLLC and represents first responders in Florida with work-relat-
ed disability issues. He received both his MA and JD from the University of Miami
and has been handling workers’ compensation, pension matters and Social Security
Disability claims for firefighters, police officers and correctional officers for more than
24 years.

JOHN
KAZANJIAN

GEOFF
BICHLER

Welcome to Florida Cops Magazine

Members can claim tax-free ‘impairment’ payments 

CODE
T H R E E

John Kazanjian

PBA LEGAL NEWS
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PALM BEACH COUNTY PBA

BOYNTON BEACH
Cory Gray
Henry Diehl
Daniel Dugger
Toby Athol
Joe DeGiulio, Appt.
Doug Gilbert, Appt.

DELRAY BEACH
Gary Ferreri
Edward McCabe
Brian Cambell
Vinnie Gray
Meer Deen, Alt.
Paul Weber, Alt.
Scott Privitera, Appt.

FAU
Miguel Cardona
Bill Hernandez, Alt.

GREENACRES
Josh Leheny
Matt DeJoy
John Pedone, Alt.

JUNO BEACH
Michael Graham

JUPITER
Jason Van Steenburgh
Jason Alexandre
Jay Levinstein
Sal Mattino, Alt.
Paul Gundlach, Alt.

JUPITER ISLAND
Palm Beach County PBA

LAKE CLARKE SHORES
William Howell
Brandy Rodgers, Alt.

LANTANA
Troy Schaaf
Chris Decker, Alt.

MANALAPAN
Jose Fernandez
Chris Filippelli

MARTIN COUNTY SHERIFF’S
OFFICE
Karl Nelson
Brian Tison
Wayne Trocan
Jon Hanton
Andrew Porcelli
William Weiss, Alt.
James Holloran, Alt.
Jake Sirmans, Appt.
Kenneth Youndblood, Appt.

MARTIN COUNTY SHERIFF’S
OFFICE - CORRECTIONS
Samuel Haidy
Tommy Randazzo
Lawrence Lutrin, Alt.
Rui Dutra, Alt.

NORTH PALM BEACH
Joe Yungk, Appt.

OCEAN RIDGE
Steven Wohlfiel
Mario Galluscio, Alt.

PALM BEACH COUNTY
SCHOOL POLICE
Kevin O’Sullivan
Ronnie Williams
Alex Lopez
John Hawes
Brian Qualters, Appt.

PALM BEACH COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE
Paul Vrchota
Daniel Glisson
Mike Kletzky
John McGuire
Chris Caris
Ray Griffith, Alt.
Carlos Ugalde, Alt.
Butch Altonen, Appt.
Mike Antonopoulos, Appt.
Dan Burrows, Appt.
Bill Gale, Appt.
Grant Henderson, Appt.
John Kazanjian, II, Appt.
Alex Nunes, Appt.
Brandon West, Appt.
Jay Gallagher, Appt.

PALM BEACH COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
CORRECTIONS
Vivian Lawrence
Pete Tartaglione
Will Pinto
Ernie Bussey
Jeff Jackson
Brian Ronk, Alt.
Brenda Smith, Alt.
Thomas Jordan, Appt.

PALM BEACH COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE CIVILIANS 
John Costello
Kim Wilson
Mark Gish
Kristen Kazanjian
Tequesta McKinney

PALM BEACH COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE
CIVILIANS Continued
Kara Bannon, Alt.
Omar Felix, Alt.
Eddie Aviles, Appt.
Kayai Graham, Appt.

PALM BEACH GARDENS
Greg Allen
Randy Buntin
Dorian Hawkins
Randall Anderson

PALM BEACH SHORES
Blase Pfefferkorn
Steven Langevin, Alt.

PALM SPRINGS
Darrell Diez
Sean Grant, Alt.
Lou Collura, Appt.

PORT ST. LUCIE
John Holman
Carmine Izzo, Alt.

RIVIERA BEACH
Nancy Aspenleiter
Nir Mordechay
Cornelius McGriff
Jeremy Summers, Alt.
Randy Edwards, Alt.

SOUTH PALM BEACH
Mark McKirchy
Jason LaForte, Alt.

STUART
Palm Beach County PBA

TEQUESTA
James Pike
Raymond Korkowski, Alt.

WEST PALM BEACH
Joseph Herb
Dennis Hardiman
Chuck Branch
Jay Donde
John Rebholz
Michael Ferrera, Alt.
Eric Evrley, Alt.
Troy Marchese, Appt.

Effective Jan. 1, 2015 - Dec. 31, 2018

John Kazanjian, President

Ernest W. George,

Executive Director

Rick McAfee, Vice-President

Lou Penque, Treasurer

Kevin Igo, Secretary

Greg Allen, Sgt.-At-Arms

Vinnie Gray, Labor Relations

Coordinator

Pete Tartaglione, Corr. Labor

Relations Coordinator

Gary Lippman, General Counsel

Larry Fagan, Legal Counsel

Rick King, Legal Counsel

PBA OFFICE STAFF

Gail, Office Manager 

Elizabeth, Membership Secretary

Angela, Legal Assistant

Courtney, Legal Assistant

Joanne, Office Assistant

BOARD OF DIRECTORSEXECUTIVE BOARD

Visit our 
website at 

www.pbcpba.org
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Ten Thirty Three

Is he hostile or is he just mean?
It’s good to be back! 

Since my return I’ve had discussions with sev-
eral members about hostile work environment
claims, and found that the term “hostile work
environment” is often misused and misunder-
stood. 

The term “hostile” has nothing to do with a sit-
uation where an employee feels as though their
supervisor dislikes them or is picking on them.
The truth is there is no law against your supervisor

not liking you; and worse yet, there is no law against the supervisor
treating you differently because they don’t like you. 

A hostile work environment claim is rooted within state or fed-
eral discrimination laws. Therefore, unless the “at work” conduct
is based on race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability
or some other state-protected characteristic, you probably do not
have a hostile work environment claim. (In Palm Beach County
there is a recognizable claim for discrimination based on sexual
orientation, which is not found in the state or federal laws.)

In order to prove a claim for hostile work environment, it’s up
to you to prove that (1) you are member of one or more of the pro-

tected groups; (2) you are being subjected to conduct that is unwel-
come; (3) the conduct you are suffering is because of your mem-
bership in one of the protected groups; and (4) the conduct is
adversely affecting the conditions of your employment. The courts
have also said that the conduct by the offending party must be
severe or pervasive and that “disparate” or different treatment
must affect some essential aspect of your employment to be con-
sidered adverse. Some jurisdictions require the conditions or con-
duct to be “hellish” to be actionable.

Fortunately, most agencies have internal grievance procedures
that allow employees to report and attempt to resolve these issues. 

It’s important to document what’s taking place. Keep a diary
detailing the nature of the conduct (dates, times, what was said
and who was there); keep copies of paper trails, specifically docu-
ments that contradict accusations against you; and always try to
have a witness during encounters with the offending party. 

Keep in mind that these matters usually end in discipline, and
the best protection is a collective bargaining agreement ending in
binding arbitration. As always, your local representatives and the
staff at the PBA are always willing to help. 

Glad to be back!

RICK KING
LEGAL
COUNSEL
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Board of Directors Meeting Attendance - June 24, 2015

EXECUTIVE BOARD

John Kazanjian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . √

Ernie George . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . √

Rick McAfee  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Lou Penque . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . √

Kevin Igo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Greg Allen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

REPRESENTATIVES

Boynton Beach

Cory Gray  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Henry Diehl  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Unexcused

Daniel Dugge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Excused

Toby Athol  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..√

Joseph DeGiulio, Appt . . . . . . . .Excused

Douglas Gilbert, Appt.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Delray Beach

Gary Ferreri . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Edward McCabe  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Brian Cambel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Vinnie Gray  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Meer Deen, Alt.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Paul Weber, Alt  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Scott Privitera, App . . . . . . . . . . ..Excused

FAU

Miguel Cardona  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Excused

William Hernandez  . . . . . . . .Unexcused

Greenacres 

Josh Leheny  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Matt DeJoy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

John Pedone, Alt.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Brandon Aultman, Appt. . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Juno Beach

Michael Graham . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Excused

Jupiter

Jason Vansteenburgh  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Jason Alexandre . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Jay Levinstein  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Sal Mattino, Alt. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Excused

Paul Gundlach, Alt.  . . . . . . . . . . .Excused

Jupiter Island

Steve Bona, Appt  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Nick Dicicco, Appt  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Andrew Savikas, Appt.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Scott Logsdon, Appt.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Lake Clarke Shores

William Howell  . . . . . . . . . . . .Unexcused

Brandy Rodgers, Alt.  . . . . . . . . . .Excused

Lantana

Troy Schaaf  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Chris Decker, Alt. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Excused

Manalapan

Jose Fernandez, Appt.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Chris Filippelli  . . . . . . . . . . . ..Unexcused

MCSO - LE

Karl Nelson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Brian Tison  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Wayne Trocan  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Excused

Jon Hanton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Andrew Porcelli  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

William Weiss, Alt. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

James Holloran, Alt. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Jake Sirmans, Appt. . . . . . . . . . . .Excused

Kenneth Youngblood, Appt.  . . . . . . . . .√

MCSO - Corr

Samuel Haidy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Thomas Randazzo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Lawrence Lutrin, Alt.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Rui Dutra, Alt  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

North Palm Beach

Joseph Yungk  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Excused

Ocean Ridge

Mario Galluscio, Alt . . . . . . . ..Unexcused

PB School Police

Kevin O’Sullivan  . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Excused

Ronnie Williams, Appt. . . . . .Unexcused

Alex Lopez  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Excused

John Hawes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Unexcused

Brian Qualters, Appt  . . . . . . . . . .Excused

Palm Bch Gardens

Greg Allen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Excused

Randy Buntin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Excused

Dorian Hawkins  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Randall Anderson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Brian Nauss, Appt.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Michael Means, Appt. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

PBSO - LE

Paul Vrchota . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Excused

Daniel Glisson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Excused

Michael Kletzky . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

John McGuire  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Chris Caris  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Ray Griffith, Alt  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Carlos Ugalde, Alt.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Butch Altonen, Appt . . . . . . . . . .Excused

Mike Antonopoulos, Appt. . . . . . . . . . . .√

Dan Burrows, Appt. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Bill Gale, Appt.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Grant Henderson, Appt.  . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

John Kazanjian, II, Appt.  . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Alex Nunes, Appt.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Brandon West, Appt. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Jay Gallagher, Appt.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

PBSO - Corr

Vivian Lawrence  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Pete Tartaglion  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

William Pinto  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Ernie Bussey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Excused

Jeff Jackson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Brian Ronk,Alt. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Unexcused

Brenda Smith, Alt.  . . . . . . . . . . . .Excused

Thomas Jordan, Appt.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

PBSO - Civilians

John Costello . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Kim Wilson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Excused

Mark Gish  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Kristen Lassinger  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Excused

Tequesta McKinney-James  . . . . . . . . . .√

Kara Bannon, Alt.  . . . . . . . . . .Unexcused

Omar Felix, Alt.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Eddie Aviles, Appt. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Kayai Graham, Appt. . . . . . . . . . .Excused

Palm Bch Shores

Blasé Pfefferkorn  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Excused

Steve Langevin, Alt. . . . . . . . . . . .Excused

Palm Springs

Darrell Diez . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Excused

Sean Grant, Alt.  . . . . . . . . . . . .Unexcused

Louis Collura, Appt.  . . . . . . . .Unexcused

Port St. Lucie

John Holman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Excused

Carmine Izzo, Alt.  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Excused

Steven Helseth, Appt. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Riviera Beach

Nancy Aspenleiter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Nir Mordechay  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Cornelius McGriff  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Excused

Jeremy Summers, Alt. . . . . . . . . .Excused

Randy Edwards, Alt.  . . . . . . .Unexcused

South Palm Beach

Mark McKirchy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Jason LaForte, Alt.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Stuart

David Duran ............................ Excused

Tequesta

James Pike  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Unexcused

Raymond Korkowski, Alt . . .Unexcused

West Palm Beach

Joseph Herb . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Dennis Hardiman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Chuck Branch  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Jay Donde . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

John Rebholz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Michael Ferrera, Alt. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Eric Everley, Alt.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√

Troy Marchese, Appt.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .√
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Welcome New Members 
FEBRUARY 2015
TANYA CANTO  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

MICHAEL WOODFOLK  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

JEANNE SENTZ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

JULIE CHEHAB  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

ROBERT VESPI, JR.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .DELRAY BEACH

DILLON BELLAS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .MCSO

DIEDRE CAMPBELL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

LATOYA WRIGHT AMBERSLEY  . .RIVIERA BEACH

DANIEL SACKIE-MENSAH . . . . . . .RIVIERA BEACH 

ROBYN DIAS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

BETHANY JOHNSON  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

MARY PEEBLES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

YORDAN PEREZ  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

YOSVANI QUESADA  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

BENJAMIN SMITH  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .RIVIERA BEACH

NICHOL BUCKLAND . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

MONICA DIBERARDINO  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

ERIN ROUNDTREE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

CLINTON STITES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .RETIRED

JOSHUA MCCOY  . . . . . . . . .NORTH PALM BEACH

RYAN MUGRIDGE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

AMANDA QUATTRACHI  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

DELIA YOUNG . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

DENNIS WALSH  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

AUSTIN FOSTER  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

MARCH 2015 
MARTIN SPEARS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

RONNY BAKER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SCHOOL

ROY CATES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

JOSEPH JAWORSKI  . . . . . . . . . . . . .DELRAY BEACH

EMIL MUNTEAN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

MICHAEL AUTIELLO  . . . . . . . . .BOYNTON BEACH

BRITTANY JONES  . . . . . . . . . . . .BOYNTON BEACH

JUSTIN BORUM  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .RIVIERA BEACH

MARC ELYSEE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .RIVIERA BEACH

DAVID EVANS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .RIVIERA BEACH

OMAR FORBES  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .RIVIERA BEACH

LUKA JURAC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .RIVIERA BEACH

SHAUNDRA KING  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .RIVIERA BEACH

JUSTIN SCOTT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .RIVIERA BEACH

MICHAEL ZUCCARELLI  . . .NORTH PALM BEACH

PIERRA ETIENNE  . . . . . . .PALM BEACH GARDENS

LYDIA MELVILLE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO 

APRIL 2015 
LALONNIE LONG  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

MELINDA SORIANO  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

GOERGE CHIQUITO  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

RICHARD COLLAZO  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ASSOCIATE

SHANNON HEWITT  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

CHARLES KING . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SCHOOL

FREDRICK MURRAY IV  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

STYDMON SCOTT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

MICHAEL SCOTT, JR. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

KIMBERLY WRIGHT  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

LAZARO RIESGO  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .GREENACRES

JOHN BOOTH  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .GREENACRES

ERIC PETERS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

LYNETTE SANCHES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

MICHAEL FERAZZOLI . . . . . . . . . . .RIVIERA BEACH

JAQUELINE FOUNTAIN  . . . . . . . . . . .GREENACRES

TRACI LAPIERRE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

DIANA VALENTI . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .JUPITER

DAVID ALDERMAN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

JAVARES HARVEY  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .RIVIERA BEACH

KHALED ALAMI  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

NICOLE BOTTOMS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

BRANDY BROWN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

CARRIE CHOQUETTE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

SEAN CONNER  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

SARAH CUNNINGHAM  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

SHARANDA DAVIS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

KAREN DEMAROIS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

TAYLOR DENMAN  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

ISABELLA DESPINOS-BARAJAS  . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

RACHEL DIBERARDINO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

AMANDA DIER  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

WIDMARCK DORILAS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

DANIEL HANCHETT, JR. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

JOANNA HOWARD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

ROBERT JAQUES  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

KIMBERLY KHAN  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

KARL KIRKLAND . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

JORDAN LASSINGER  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

SHAQWONDA LEGGETT  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

MARLA MASI . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO 

SHERI MCCANTS-HUBERS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

KARLY MILLER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

TIFFANY PAROW  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

MICHAEL QUEVEDO  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

KATHERINE REGAN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

JOSE ROJAS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

APRIL ROSS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

JENNIFER SILVEY  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

AMANDA STOUPIS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

LISA TAYLOR  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

STACEY WHITEHEAD  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

VANESSA AMBROISE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .MCSO

EDGAR BATISTA  . . . . . . .PALM BEACH GARDENS

BRIAN TIYALOGLU  . . . . .PALM BEACH GARDENS

MARI BAKER  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

JEAN LANDA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

NOUMAN RAJA  . . . . . . .PALM BEACH GARDENS

MAURICIO VASCONCELOS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

MATTHEW KITZEROW . . . . . . . . . .DELRAY BEACH

PHILLIP TORSIELLO . . . . . . . . . . . . .DELRAY BEACH

STACEY HELLOW  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

GAVIN WERNER  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .MCSO 

MAY 2015  
VICTOR BLACKWOOD, JR.  . . . . . .RIVIERA BEACH

RUSSELL JOHNSON  . . . . . .NORTH PALM BEACH

RONDA YOUNG  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

MICHAEL LADDA . . . . . . . . .SOUTH PALM BEACH

ROBENS DELVA  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .RIVIERA BEACH

NOAH ROMANAO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .RETIRED 

DALAY DELAROSA  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

BRANDON FRANK . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

JORDONA FOE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .WPB

KEITH GLYNN  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .WPB

RYAN KOLENICH . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .JUPITER

MARIA ZORRO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .JUPITER

JAMIE VAZQUEZ  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

MALCOLM SCARLETT  . . . . . . . . . .RIVIERA BEACH 

JUNE 2015
JONATHAN HANNING . . . .PLAM BEACH POLICE

CAMAY CURRY  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

NASTACIA VERTEFUILLE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

BOBBY MARTIN, JR. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

KYLE BREWER  . . . . . . . . . . .PALM BEACH SHORES

ASHLEY NAZARIO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

MICAH THOMAS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .MCSO

JOSEPH FLORA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

JESSICA GALLON ALVAREZ  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

NICHOLAS IZZO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

TONY HERNANDEZ  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

JOHN CONNACHER  . . . . . .LAKE CLARK SHORES

AMY WALLING . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .JUPITER 
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JULY 2015

MATTHER ARNOLD . . . .PALM BEACH GARDENS

BETHANY O’DELL . . . . . .PALM BEACH GARDENS

FREDERICK STANG III  . . . . . . . . . . . .OCEAN RIDGE

ANDREW BERBEN  . . . . . . . .NORTH PALM BEACH

CHARLENE CHARLES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

MICHAEL LOPEZ  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .RIVIERA BEACH

KAYLA SCHNELL  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

MARK HATFIELD  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .WPB

CHRISTOPHER RUEDIGER  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .STUART

GLADYS ALJILANI  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO 

KATHRYN ARAUJO  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

DENNIS BALOCIK . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

DERRICK BROWN  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

EDUARDO DAVALOS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

MANUEL DELGADILLO  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

JASON DOUGLUS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

WILLIAM FEAMAN  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

CHRISTOPHER FILAN  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

TERESA GRIMALDI  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

JACLYN KAPLAN  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

MANUEL MATIAS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

BARRY MOORE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

DONALD MYERSCOUGH  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

GARY PALMIERI  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

MIGUEL PANIAGUA  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

AMANDA POWELL  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

BRIAN RANDALL  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

ADAM ROBINSON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

PATRICK SCARTOZZI  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

MARCUS SIGLER  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

LIVIA STUBBLEBINE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

ADDISON TURNQUIST, JR.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

JENNIFER WOOD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

JERMESHA ZAMBRANA  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

COREY ANTHONY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

CARLOS CHAPARRO  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .JUPITER

DEREK HAUPT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

GEORGE LOUK  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

MICHAEL ANJOS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .WPB

CHRISTOPHER CONNOR  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .JUPITER

NATARIA BAKER-THOMPSON . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

RICHARD ROBINSON, III  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .WPB

AUGUST 2015 
LUIS ROCHA  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .JUPITER

PHILIP BERLINGO  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PBSO

JETHRO ESTAVIEN  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .RIVIERA BEACH

KIMBERLY BOYLE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .RIVIERA BEACH

SHANNA SENIOR  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .WPB

JOSHUA HALL  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .WPB

SHAWN NICHOLS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .WPB

GARRETT SHIREY  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .WPB

COURTNEY SULLIVAN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .WPB

DAVID THORNTON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .WPB

JENNIFER PONCE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .FAU

           

Welcome New Members 



FLORIDA STATE PBA REPORT

Making things go better with COLA
For active members of the Florida Retirement

System, there is no degree of fondness in recall-
ing the legislative changes enacted in 2011.
Faced with a daunting budget shortfall, the
Florida Legislature looked to shore up revenues
by slashing benefits contained within the state-
run pension plan. Many employees are perhaps
still irked by the requirement that every employ-
ee contribute 3 percent monthly to the plan
after years of no required employee contribu-
tions. However, the more egregious action taken

by the 2011 Legislature was the suspension of the pension plan’s
Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) for retirees.  

As of this writing, the COLA suspension has been in effect for
four years and, with each passing month, your COLA calculation
is diminishing. The Florida State PBA made reinstating the COLA
our top legislative priority for the upcoming legislative session.
We have already begun addressing the necessary legislators and
legislative staff to bring the issue to the forefront. Yet, as with most
good ideas, there are a number of critical hurdles we must over-
come in order to complete our mission.

In order to reinstate the FRS COLA, Florida law requires the
State Legislature to designate available funding and enact suffi-
cient employer contributions to fund the expiration of the COLA
suspension formula provided for in subsection 4 of section
121.101 in Florida Statutes. The COLA suspension will not be
restored without this required legislative action.

The law reads: 121.101 (5) Subject to the availability of funding
and the Legislature enacting sufficient employer contributions
specifically for the purpose of funding the expiration of the cost-
of-living adjustment specified in subsection (4), in accordance

with s. 14, Art. X of the State Constitution, the cost-of-living
adjustment formula provided for in subsection 4 shall expire
effective June 30, 2016, and the benefit of each retiree and annu-
itant shall be adjusted on each July 1 thereafter, as provided in
subsection 3.

The reference to section 14 of Article X in the State Constitution
requires that before any increase in benefits to a public pension
plan is enacted a special actuarial impact study must be conduct-
ed. The guidelines of the actuarial impact study are provided for
in Part VII of Chapter 112 in Florida Statutes.

PBA lobbyists have met with Senate, House, Division of Retire-
ment and Department of Management Services staff to discuss
the process of authorizing an actuarial impact study. We learned
that the earliest a study can be authorized is in December of this
year. The FRS annual actuarial evaluation is currently being con-
ducted by the state's exclusive actuary and no other study will
begin until it reaches completion. The study’s projected comple-
tion is likely to occur after the 2016 legislative session placing the
chances of enactment in 2016 in jeopardy.  

With this possibility in mind, the Florida PBA is requesting that
a special impact study be authorized in December to estimate the
financial impact and necessary funding required for the
expiration of the COLA suspension formula. We have received
positive feedback from key legislative leaders, but until a study
request is signed and delivered to the actuary, we must continue
to pursue this important endeavor.  d

For up to date information of all legislative issues, please sign up
for the Florida PBA’s Capitol Report issued weekly during the Leg-
islative Session via e-pba. 

MATT
PUCKETT
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A legitimate beef
Florida PBA calls for a nationwide boycott against Arby’s after an officer was denied service

On Sept. 1, Pembroke Pines Police Sergeant Jennifer Martin was
refused service at an Arby’s restaurant for being in uniform. The

officer was denied service after placing her order
through the drive-thru window. She was told by
the manager on duty that the employee was
refusing to serve her because she was a police
officer, explaining that he had the right to deny
service.  

Following the incident, Arby’s CEO Paul Brown
contacted the Pembroke Pines Police Chief with
an apology on behalf of their organization for the

actions of those employees’ involved. However, with no discipli-
nary action taken against the employees, the Florida Police Benev-
olent Association called for a nationwide boycott against the
establishment, until corrective action was taken. 

    
  

 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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PBA president John Rivera commented on the incident, “This is yet
another example of the hostile treatment of our brave men and
women simply because they wear a badge. It is unacceptable and
warrants much more than an apology.”

The news for a boycott spread through social media instantly, gain-
ing support from thousands across the nation who thought law
enforcement should be treated with more respect. Broward County
PBA President Jeff Marano stated in a press release, “This is
intolerable. We expect a full apology to all police officers. We also ask
that the manager of the Arby’s, who refused service to a uniformed
police officer, be fired.” 

As the boycott continued to gain media attention, Arby’s CEO Paul
Brown boarded a plane to Florida and issued a formal apology,
explaining, “This isolated incident does not represent Arby’s Restau-
rant Group (ARG) views and Arby’s values. We appreciate all that you
do, as well as the hard work and sacrifices of your fellow law enforce-
ment officials in communities across America.” 

Arby’s offered free meals to all law enforcement officers who

attended Arby’s in the Dade and Broward areas the following day to
show their support and appreciation. 

The manager of the Pembroke Pines Arby’s was terminated and
the employee was suspended following the boycott.  d

Summary of upcoming PBA 
legislative session priorities

n BY KEN KOPCZYNSKI 
PBA DIRECTOR OF RESEARCH

COLA issue
In 2011, the Florida Legislature suspended for five years the

3-percent Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) to the Florida
Retirement System. The COLA is a way for retirees to keep up
with rising prices and inflation. The Florida PBA has been work-
ing with legislative leaders and staff to see what can be done to
bring back the COLA. See Matt Puckett’s article for details on
this issue.

Death benefits bill
Representative Mike Hill has filed a special risk death benefit

bill similar to the one he filed last year. This legislation (HB 87)
will increase the amount of death benefits for the family of an
officer killed in the line of duty to 100 percent of the officer’s
salary. Survivors already receive one-half of the salary under
current law. Hill’s bill will put an additional one-half of the
salary to the family making the total death benefits equal the
officer’s complete salary. 

The bill also will allow survivors of officers killed in the line of

duty that are enrolled in the investment plan to have those
funds transferred into the pension system. This issue arose
from an incident in which an officer enrolled in the investment
plan was killed in the line and his survivors could only receive
the amount of savings his account accumulated in his less than
three years of service.

Currently there is no Senate companion bill filed.

Body worn cameras bill
Representative Shevrin Jones has filed HB 93 which is identi-

cal to his body worm camera bill (HB 57) from last year. HB 57
passed the House of Representatives but died in the Senate. The
bill requires law enforcement agencies using body worn cam-
eras to develop policies and procedures on the use, mainte-
nance and storage of cameras and recordings. 

The bill delineates specific policy inclusions such as any lim-
itations on which officers are permitted to wear cameras, what
type of encounters are officer permitted to have cameras in
operation, and how to properly store, retain, and release record-
ings made with body worn cameras.

Currently there is no Senate companion bill filed.  d

LEGISLATIVE REPORT

“This is yet another example of
the hostile treatment of our

brave men and women 
simply because they wear a

badge. It is unacceptable and
warrants much 

more than an apology.”
JOHN RIVERA

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

FLORIDA STATE PBA REPORT
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Driver’s Privacy Protection Act

     
   

NAPO continues to lobby Congressman
Ted Deutch (D-Florida) about the proposed
modifications to the “Driver’s Privacy Pro-
tection Act.” 

The DPPA requires state motor vehicle
departments to receive permission from
individuals before their motor vehicle record may be sold or released.
The DPPA amendment authorizes a private right of action for knowing
violations and a court may award automatic “damages” in the amount
of $2,500 each time a record was accessed as well as litigation costs. Law
enforcement officers are subject to these punishments even if they did
not review files with criminal intent.

NAPO’s proposed language modifications include a clause that
explains that penalties will be applied only if persons access information
with the specific intent to secure an economic benefit. NAPO proposes
removing the automatic imposition of the $2,500 penalty and adding a
statement that explains there must be repeated disregard of this law for
sanctions to take effect. If the language is not modified, law enforcement
officers will be subject to large fines and even the loss of their licenses.

NAPO meeting at White House

On Aug. 4, NAPO’s Executive Director Bill Johnson met with the senior
advisors to President Obama and Vice-President Biden to discuss pend-
ing legislative issues, which will impact law enforcement officers across
the U.S. The White House’s top priorities are sentencing reform, criminal
justice reform and reintegration of offenders back into the community.
The President and his administration intend to change how convicted
offenders are sentenced and incarcerated, for how long, and how they

are returned into the community. The federal government can only
directly control the federal Bureau of Prisons but can influence state and
county incarceration facilities and policies through the Department of
Justice’s funding programs and targeted enforcement policies through
the Civil Rights Division and U.S. Attorneys’ Offices.

NAPO voiced concerns that officer safety must come first.

NAPO helps form National Coalition to fight “Cadillac Tax”

NAPO and other members of Washington’s Public Pension Network
have formed a coalition to fight against the “Cadillac Tax” on employees’
healthcare benefits. The Affordable Care Act enacted a new provision,
which imposes a 40-percent excise tax on health insurance premium
costs over a set dollar limit each year. The set dollar limits are initially
fixed at a low level – $10,200 per year for an individual and $27,500 for a
family – and indexed to the general rate of inflation, but they are not
linked to the rising rate of healthcare costs. The new section contains a
provision that sets slightly higher limits at $11,850 for an individual and
$30,950 for a family for high-risk employees including public safety and
law enforcement employees. 

The IRS has proposed regulations that would require law enforcement
officers to participate in a healthcare system where the majority of par-
ticipants were high-risk employees, which poses a substantial threat to
our members’ economic well being. 

There is growing bipartisan support that would repeal the tax
including tow legislations, the bipartisan “Middle Class Health Benefits
Tax Relief Act of 2015” and the “Ax the Tax on Middle Class Americans
Health Plans Act.” NAPO supports both of these bills. 

Criminal Justice and Mental Health Bill introduced  in Senate

U.S. Senator John Cornyn (R-Texas) introduced to the Senate the
“Mental Health and Safe Communities Act,” designed to enhance the
ability of local communities to identify and treat potentially dangerous
mentally ill individuals. This act will help fix the existing background
check system without expanding it, increase the use of treatment-based
alternatives for mentally ill offenders and improve crisis response and
prevention by local officials. The bill is endorsed by the National Rifle
Association, the National Alliance on Mental Illness and NAPO.

More than half of all prison and jail inmates, including 56 percent of
state prisoners, 45 percent of federal prisoners and 64 percent of local jail
inmates have a mental health problem. Jurisdictions across the nation
are looking for help to improve the efficiency of law enforcement, courts
and corrections resources so people in need are linked to effective super-
vision and treatment.   d
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Actually, it was a “Nee High Point” when NAPO honored former
President Tom Nee at the 2015 conference in Savannah, Georgia in
July. 

Nee stepped down as NAPO President earlier this year after end-
ing his tenure as president of the Boston Police Patrolmen’s Asso-
ciation in December. Nee had served the Boston police union since
the early 1990s.

Leaders of NAPO member agencies from across the country
stepped up to the dais to pay tribute to Nee, who is noted for
helping NPAO forge many important relationships with elected

Cheers for Tom
Florida PBA salutes Tom Nee, who retired

as NAPO President following years 
of memorable service

“I look back on my work with NAPO as some of
the toughest but most rewarding and 
successful times of my service to law 

enforcement. I will not miss the job because 
I have so many great relationships with the

members of the organization that will last me
the rest of my life.”

NEE

officials throughout Washington D.C. Nee noted that Vice Pres-
ident Joe Biden texted him his cell phone number the Friday
before the conference because he wanted to consult Nee about
a matter.

Among the praise and gifts, Nee received a caricature depict-
ing his intense but memorable demeanor and a bronze statue.
During the ceremony, he made sure to stand for a commemo-
rative photo with the Florida PBA Leaders, including Palm
Beach County PBA President John Kazanjian.  

“I look back on my work with NAPO as some of the toughest
but most rewarding and successful times of my service to law
enforcement,” Nee said. “I will not miss the job because I have
so many great relationships with the members of the organiza-
tion that will last me the rest of my life.” d
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The question: FRS Pension or FRS Investment?
What is the FRS Pension Program?
n “Traditional” Defined Benefit Pension.
n Calculated using a pre-defined formula based on:

•  The number of years you are employed.

•  Type of employment (Special Risk- 3 percent 
per year - or Civilian). 

•  Your average final compensation (average of 
the highest five earning years).

n When you retire, you receive a fixed monthly pay
     check guaranteed by the state which may have a cost-of-living 
     adjustment (COLA), depending on when you were hired 
     (the Florida State Legislature stopped the COLA adjustment 
     credits in July 2011).
n      Depending on the option you select, you may receive a 
     reduced benefit, so your spouse may continue to receive the 
     benefit upon your death.

What is the FRS Investment Program?
n      401(k)-style plan similar to what you would find in the private 
     sector.
n      No guaranteed monthly payment for members and their 
     spouses.
n      The employee’s retirement is solely reliant on both their 
     employer’s contribution and their contribution to the 
     programs, along with the performance of the investments 
     they undertake. 

How much does the employee contribute to each plan? 
     No matter which plan you choose, you, the employee, contributes
3 percent of earned wages. However, if you are in the pension
program and enter the DROP for five years, you don’t have to pay the
3 percent of your wages while you’re in the DROP. If you earn $100,000
a year, this alone could be a savings of $15,000 or more. 

How much does the employer contribute to each plan? 
For Special Risk:

     Pension:  22.04 percent of wages

     Investment: 11 percent of wages

For Civilians:

     Pension: 7.26 percent of wages

     Investment: 3.3 percent of wages

Who should consider converting to the FRS Investment
Plan?
     Generally speaking, you may (depending on the circumstances)
benefit from converting to the Investment Program if:
n      You have a major health issue and are confident that your life-
     expectancy will be reduced based on that condition.
n      You are unmarried, ready to retire and don’t want to leave the 
     state your retirement earnings when you pass.
n      You have inherited or accumulated enough assets to live 
     comfortably off the income from those investments without 
     a need for the guarantee of the pension.
n      You live in a two-pension household (you and your spouse 
     both have pensions or you have a pension from prior 
     employment). 

n      You had high wage growth early in your career and plan to 
     work for 10-15 more years. For example, sergeants, 
     lieutenants and captains who reached that milestone at 
     18-22 years of service and plan to continue to work until 33-
     35 years of service. (Due to the way FRS calculates the con-
     version amount, they may have more than $1 million starting 
     balance with the ability to grow that money for an additional 
     12-17 years which may allow them to exit with significantly 
     more money). 

      Remember: Everyone’s circumstances are different and deserve
careful analysis and consideration. Once you convert and use your
second election, you cannot change programs again. This is a very
important decision and you should seek advice from a financial advi-
sor prior to making it.

Who should not consider converting to the FRS Investment
Plan?
n      Anyone who doesn’t sleep well with market volatility (the ups 
     and downs of the market).
n      Anyone who is not disciplined with their spending (if you spend 
     too much, too soon you will run out of money). 

When should you consider converting? 
     Most people should not consider converting until they are ready
to retire or can no longer work due to a medical condition. Often
times, the circumstances we live in change, and it is not best to make
such an important, irrevocable decision based on “unknown factors”
such as health, divorce or the current market’s performance (since the
recovery began in 2009). 

     Remember, your spouse or child under 25 years of age will receive
the Option 3 Benefit of your vested pension until you choose a
pension option and either DROP or retire. And if you die on duty, they
will receive 50 percent of your current monthly salary tax-free. 

     The exception to this is those high earners and people who are 60
or older and still plan to work for a few more years. 

     If I convert to the FRS Investment Plan, how does FRS calculate
what the value of my account will be?

     Despite popular belief, FRS does not have a “separate” account for
each employee in the pension plan. The starting amount of your
initial FRS Investment Balance is based on an advanced calculation
of the “Net Present Value” (NPV) of your pension.

     To put it simply, it is based on the following: 
n      Your age (expected mortality).
n      Your Average Final Compensation (AFC) or highest five years 
     of earnings to date.
n      Whether you are a Civilian or Special Risk. 
n      Years of service.

     It is possible that as you work longer (and grow older), the value of
your FRS Investment account when you convert can actually go
down, as opposed to up. This needs to be carefully evaluated to deter-
mine when the right time is. 

What should a new employee consider when deciding
between the FRS Pension and FRS Investment programs?
n      How long do you plan to be employed for? 
n      Do you have promotional ambitions and how realistic are 
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     they? (Promotions mean more money, which means a higher 
    pension).

n      Do you have the knowledge/expertise to make wise invest-
     ment decisions, or are you working with an advisor who will 
     help you benchmark your retirement progress?
n      It’s 401(k) Style – why not keep your pension (guaranteed by the state
      of Florida) and make additional contributions to your Deferred 
      Comp - 457(b) to supplement your retirement income?
n      How confident are you the State Legislature will never add the 
     COLA back to the FRS Pension Plan in some form? 
n      If your investment program doesn’t keep up, you may not 
     have enough money if you decide to switch to the pension 
     plan later in your career. 
n      Finally, ask yourself: Can you tolerate swings in value or did 
    you get into this profession for the “guaranteed” benefits? 

     Would you rather “adjust” to changes as they come to you, or 
     make a decision based on the current “anti-pension” environ-
     ment that may impact your career 15-20 years down the road? 

     Depending on the answers to these questions, you may or may not
be able to grow your investment account quickly enough to produce
the income your pension would provide. Either way, if you’re entering
employment now or early in your career, your pension or FRS Invest-
ment balance likely will not be enough. You will have to have
additional investment retirement funds. 

When I retire, will I earn more monthly in the Pension or
Investment Program? 
     I hear of a lot of false hopes created by advisors that overpromise
investment performance to their clients (as if they can control the
market). The Certified Financial Planners board and the research of
many other retirement analysts throughout the industry believe that
with an investment portfolio of 50 percent Stock Funds and 50 percent
Bond Funds, you can pull approximately 4 percent off the portfolio per

year, with a small cost-of-living adjustment, and the money should last
you approximately 30 years. 

So, what do you think? 
     If your pension is based on a $100,000 average final salary and you
are retiring after 25 years of special risk service, you will earn $75,000
per year in retirement (plus a COLA if you were hired prior to 2011);
$75,000 pension divided by 4 percent off your Investment Portfolio if
you were in Investment = $1,875,000 needed 

     Yes, you would need approximately $1,875,000 to provide the same
benefit over 30 years, and if you live beyond that, well you may have
some financial issues. 

     Now, if that same pension member did five years in the DROP
(assuming no COLA, for simplicity), that is an extra $375,000 ($75,000
multiplied by five years). So, the investment member now needs
$2,250,000 to have the same income during retirement. 

     The reality is that most FRS Investment members will not leave with
this amount of money without proper planning and investment over-
sight, even those waiting to convert when they retire. d

Steve Olson is an independent financial advisor with THE CENTER FOR
WEALTH PLANNING, which has been working with Palm Beach & Mar-
tin County PBA members for more than 12 years. If you have a financial
question or topic you would like covered, or would like to set a free
appointment with Steve to discuss your individual situation and make a
plan, email steve@centerforplanning.com or call 561-459-9276.

Nothing in this article is intended to provide a specific financial recom-
mendation or investment guidance. Everyone’s situation is unique, so
please consult a financial advisor prior to making any important finan-
cial decisions. Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered
through GWN Securities, Inc., a Registered Investment Advisor, 11440 N
Jog Road, Palm Beach Gardens, Florida 33418.  Member FINRA, SIPC.
The Center for Wealth Planning, Inc. and GWN Securities, Inc. are not
affiliated.
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PBA Ball Officer of the Year Awards

The Barquin Supremacy
That’s Officer Jason Barquin, who unexpectedly was named Officer of the Year 

for an effort that stood out on a night of awarding heroic responses at the PBA Ball

n BY MITCHELL  KRUGEL

They couldn’t find the
gun.

Consequently, the
story of Jason Barquin’s
response to a call of an
armed robbery that
resulted in returning fire
at a suspect on Aug. 23,
2014 could have ended
one of two ways. Either
Barquin could become
the next cop vilified all
over Fox News and CNN,
or he could be lauded for
the quick-thinking/reac-
tion to a perp who pulled
a gun and fired on him. 

If only they could find
the gun.

“It was taking a while
to find the gun. Being
that it happened right
after Ferguson, that was
my main concern,”
revealed the now fourth-year West Palm Beach Patrol Officer. “I’m think-
ing my career is going to be gone. There were witnesses saying the cop
was shooting back in self-defense and there was video of the incident.
But I didn’t give a spit about anything else except finding the gun.”

Just after 7 p.m., right around shift change, the armed robbery call
came in that a suspect, Anthony Brown, had stolen a bike from the yard
of a residence, and when a person came out of the house, the suspect
reportedly pulled a gun.

The incident took place in the zone next to where Barquin was
patrolling. When another officer responded to the scene and put out the
description of the suspect – black shirt, black pants, long dreadlocks,
pony tail riding a black bike – six officers, including Barquin, responded.

Barquin was a couple miles down the road helping another officer
when the call came in, and he spotted a man fitting the description about
three blocks north of where the robbery was said to have taken place. He
called the ID in to dispatch, and back-up was on the way.

According to Barquin, Brown was riding south on Spruce Street when
the officer pulled up on the intersection of Spruce and 15th Street. Bar-
quin was able to use the car in front of him as a bit of shield, but then
Brown spotted his unit.

“When I turned on to 15th Street, he knew I was coming after him, so
he took off,” Barquin explained. “He was yelling at me, ‘I ain’t stopping.
You got nothing.’”

Barquin pursued on foot, caught up to Brown, and a struggle ensued.
Barquin Tasered Brown, but he was able to break free and get away. Bar-
quin said he saw Brown pull a gun from his waistband.

“He pulled the trigger a couple of feet from my face,” he continued. “I
felt the bullet near my head. That’s when I started shooting. I think he
tried to fire again, but his gun jammed.”

Barquin hit Brown
to end the firefight
that he said lasted like
20 seconds. That’s
when back-up
arrived, which he said
he didn’t realize until
he saw Brown go
down. 

“In all honesty, I
didn’t realize what was
going on,” he detailed.
“Training just kicked
in and it was a sub-
conscious reaction. I
don’t really remember
what I felt. It was more
or less a shock factor,
like did that really
happen?”

According to
reports, witnesses
indicated they saw
Brown toss the gun
into a hedge. The

video shows him moving toward a six- or seven-foot hedge as the
incident transpired. The hedge was thick. It looked like it hadn’t been
trimmed in forever.

As the search continued, the hours passed. The first thing to turn up
was a wasps’ nest. Finally, after five hours, Barquin heard there was a
breakthrough.

“They cleared the bushes and one of the taller guys was able to see the
gun hallway up the hedge,” Barquin said. “They had the whole incident
on video, but you never know.”

During the past year-plus since the incident, Barquin has watched the
video on and off. It’s not that he needs any vindication; the incident was
ruled a good shooting. But it’s a constant reminder that anything can
happen at any time. Since then, he said he has been a lot more aware on
calls. 

“Once you see the bullet, you don’t want to go through that again,”
Barquin shared.

It almost happened again when he returned to work following the
Brown shooting. In the back parking lot at a local bar, Barquin noticed a
"suspicious" person in the car. He had a loaded gun in his front pocket
that Barquin could see and another one in the back seat of the car. He had
been patrolling that lot due to information that there was going to be a
gang shooting there, and Barquin was able to get the person out of the
car and get the cuffs on him before anything could happen.

Expecting the unexpected proved to be the case when the Officer of
the Year Awards were announced at the PBA Ball in June.

“When the award was announced, I didn’t really hear the name,” Bar-
quin recalled. “There was another guy from Palm Beach County who I
figured was going to win the award. Suddenly, everybody started scream-
ing and cheering and somebody at my table said, ‘Dude, that’s you.’ I’m
like, ‘No way.’ It was a complete surprise.”

Officer Jason Barquin
West Palm Beach Police Department 

Officer of the Year 

Holding his plaque is Officer of the Year Jason Barquin with, from left, PBA President John Kazanjian,
West Palm Beach Mayor Jeri Muoio, PBA Treasurer Louis Penque and West Palm Beach Police Chief Bryan
Kummerlen. 
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PBA Ball Officer of the Year Awards

3 cheers for 3 kids saved
Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Deputy Brian Fidler performs heroic rescue

n BY JOSHUA SIGMUND

“Firefighter” isn’t in his job description, but after forcing his way into a
burning house to save three kids on June 6, 2014, Palm Beach County
Sheriff’s Deputy Brian Fidler’s résumé should now read “hero.”

Arriving first on scene around 2 a.m. responding to a call of a possible
house fire, Fidler confirmed the residence was fully engulfed in flames.
He instinctually attempted to ensure that the structure was vacant.

“Ninety-nine times out of 100 everyone is out and you wait for the fire-
fighters to arrive,” Fidler explained. “I’m thinking everyone potentially
got out of the house but as I’m running up there I see bystanders and ask
if anyone is in the house and they said, “yes.” I thought to myself: ‘well
here we go.’” 

When he found out that there were three kids trapped in the house,
there was no time to waste. Fidler approached the front door but flames
billowing out immediately scrapped that option for entry.

“The only thing going through my head was how best to get them out
of the house,” he related.

Circling the dwelling, Fidler identified a partially broken window with
smoke coming out. He shined his flashlight in and could make out a kid’s
hand laying on the ground.

The deputy used his baton to break out the rest of the glass, and
entered the burning home. He grabbed the unconscious child and lifted
him through the window. 

After a quick breath of life-saving air, Fidler turned back in the room
and located the other two kids.

“Inside you couldn’t see anything – the smoke was too thick – and it
was definitely getting hot,” he described. “The only way I could see the
kids was by putting my head to the ground and looking across the room
under the smoke.”

Fidler eventually located the second child, who was separated from
him by a bunk bed in the middle of the room.

“It looked like he fell off on the far side,” Fidler noted before grabbing
the second victim and getting him to the window, where fellow deputies
and firefighters had arrived. 

Knowing the job wasn’t yet done, Fidler raced against encroaching

flames to rescue the last young victim from further in the room.
“I don’t know if I was seeing the (bedroom) door open and I was seeing

down the hallway, or if the door itself was on fire, but I saw a door-shaped
glow and figured it was time to get out of there.”

The three-year veteran officer survived his first fire armed with little
more training than “stop-drop-and-roll in third grade,” he joked. And
while mild smoke inhalation and a “nothing-to-speak-of” burn sent him
to the hospital as a precaution, Fidler insisted on rushing back to the
scene. 

“I didn’t think it was that big of a deal; all said and done, the whole
thing happened in about 90 seconds,” he reflected. “But after the hospital
when I went back to the scene and the fire captain started talking to me,
I started realizing he thought it was a big deal.”

So did the Sheriff’s Office District 6 in West Boynton, which awarded
him Deputy of the Month; so did Gov. Scott, who awarded him the Medal
of Heroism; and so did the PBCPBA, who at the 2015 Police Officer’s Ball
awarded him Officer of the Year First Runner Up.

“For any of the awards I received, I feel incredibly humbled to be con-
sidered,” Fidler acknowledged. “The (PBCPBA Award) is one of the bigger
ones, and to be among the other officers hearing their stories, it’s just sur-
real.”

Of course, the biggest honor came from the mother of the three kids
Fidler single-handedly saved, especially following the home goods and
clothing drive that District 6 ran for the family immediately after the fire. 

“She was very appreciative,” the deputy expressed. “It’s very nice to
hear, but I didn’t want her to feel like she owed anyone anything. Every-
body needs a little bit of help sometimes and I’m happy I was able to help
them.”

Deputy Brian Fidler
Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office

Officer of the Year 
First Runner-Up
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Gunman 
doesn’t ‘spook’

officer
West Palm Beach 

Officer Christopher Nebbeling 
stops AK-47-wielding threat 

near Halloween festival

n BY JENNIFER TRATTLER 

Downtown West Palm Beach is home to “Moonfest,” the nation’s
largest Halloween party where upward of 30,000 festivalgoers gather for
live music while donning their best and scariest costumes. On Oct. 26,
2013, the most chilling villain of the evening wasn’t dressed as Freddy
Krueger or Michael Myers; but rather a civilian in plain clothes firing an
AK-47 at law enforcement.

West Palm Beach Officer Christopher Nebbeling was one of many offi-
cers in the district called in to patrol the outskirts of the festival for drunk-
en fights or muggers.  

He never expected to hear shots fired. 
At 8:10 p.m., Nebbeling heard a rifle shoot multiple rounds and

instinctively jumped into his patrol vehicle. He drove north toward the
900 block of North Sixth Street near Tamarind Avenue, where he was
tipped off to follow a Ford Explorer SUV speeding south. A chase ensued
as Nebbeling pursued the vehicle, which was occupied by three people. 

“It started to take off to try and lose me,” recalled Nebbeling. “They
gained speed driving in and out of festival traffic before they broke
through and accelerated.” 

Still in pursuit, Nebbeling gained the hometown advantage as he was
more familiar with the roadway than the suspects. As the road narrowed,
he slowed down while the driver of the getaway car sped up, losing
control of the SUV and bouncing from tree to curb to another tree before
colliding into the median.

The seven-year department veteran pulled in next to the immobilized
vehicle as the first suspect fled out the car into the opposite direction
while the second suspect threw himself down on the ground. 

The backseat passenger wasn’t ready to surrender so fast. He exited the
car and pointed an AK-47 at Nebbeling, who immediately drew his
weapon and started to shoot at the suspect while aggressively advancing
toward the threat to close the gap.  

Nebbeling’s shots impacted the suspect and disarmed him, as he
shouted verbal commands to not touch the weapon before officers en
route arrived on scene to set up a perimeter and capture the last suspect. 

“You see the weapon and it being raised and you make a split-second
decision,” remembered Nebbeling. “Your adrenaline is going through the
roof because you’re preparing for the unknown.”  

It was more than a split-second decision. Nebbeling was trained for
combative situations like this after serving three tours in Afghanistan and
Iraq with the Army and being awarded the Bronze Star after his final tour. 

“My reaction goes back to being in the military,” Nebbeling explained.
“I was an infantry soldier. I fought in Afghanistan and Iraq and I was
trained to fight in close-quarter situations.” 

Nebbeling single-handedly stopped a foreseeable tragedy if the sus-
pects had made their way to the ongoing festival, earning both the Palm
Beach County PBA’s and the National Law Enforcement Officers Memo-
rial Fund’s “Officer of the Month” award. He later took home a Valor
Award from the American Society for Industrial Security, and was even
named a “Top Cop” by the National Association of Police Organizations
(NAPO) during Police Week in May 2015, at which Vice-President Joe
Biden presented the 10 select national winners with their awards. 

“It’s been pretty crazy, having the Vice-President calling me a national
hero,” admitted Nebbeling. “It’s an amazing feeling to meet him and
when he spoke he mentioned all of our stories in his speech. I can’t even
describe that.” 

Nebbeling finished off a year of recognition for his line-of-duty actions
at home where it all started – at the Palm Beach County PBA’s 2015 Police
Officer’s Ball, where he was awarded “Officer of the Year Second Runner
Up.”

“It’s been pretty exciting. They don’t tell you what you’re going to get so
I was shocked with everything,” added Nebbeling. “It was great. You’re
humbled that all these guys recognized what you did. I’m grateful for the
PBA and everything they do for us as police officers and the support they
give us.”

Officer Christopher Nebbeling
West Palm Beach Police Department 

Officer of the Year 
Second Runner Up



Sergeant Joe Herb & Officer Christian Tomas
West Palm Beach Police Department

When a female victim called and reported her boyfriend beat her
and stole her car with her personal
gun inside, Herb assembled a team,
which quickly spotted the vehicle. 

The boyfriend, who had a war-
rant for his arrest, attempted to run
the officers over and then took a
handgun out and pointed it at the
officers. Herb and Officer Tomas
fired back at the man who crashed the vehicle into a tree. He was
taken into custody and the gun was recovered.

Detective Janice Waltersdorff  & Sergeant John Bowdoin 
Martin County Sheriff’s Office

In 1988, a mother and daughter
were violently raped in their Martin
County home. Bowdoin and Walters-
dorff reopened the cold case, located
trace DNA evidence that still existed
and matched it to a suspect incarcer-
ated in Ohio for two other sexual
batteries, who gave a full confession
to the Martin County rapes and will serve two life sentences for these
crimes.

Detective Robert Smith & Detective Steve Hearn
Martin County Sheriff’s Office

Smith and Hearn, who are also
sworn special Deputy U.S. Mar-
shalls, participated in an operation
conducted to execute multiple Fed-
eral Warrants. 

When gunfire erupted during the
execution of one warrant, Smith
grabbed a ballistic shield and started
verbal commands at the suspect as Hearn provided cover. The detec-
tives secured two suspects, got them into custody safely and saved
other officers’ lives who were taken to the hospital and treated for
gunshot wounds.

Deputy Sheriff Evan Rosenthal
Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office

Rosenthal received a call concerning a drunk man wielding a knife.
When he encountered the man walking with his
hands in his pockets, Rosenthal asked the suspect to
show his hands and he pulled a knife from his pock-
et. 

He ordered the male to place the knife on the
hood of his cruiser but the man began to waive it
aggressively. Rosenthal drew his gun and ordered
the man to drop the knife, but the male came at him
in a stabbing fashion. Fearing for his life, Rosenthal
fired his weapon, and ended the threat.

Deputy Sheriff Sean Lutz
Palm Beach County Sheriff's Office

Lutz reported to a traffic crash on I-95. Upon
arrival, he found a car in flames with two occupants
trapped inside. One occupant was deceased. With
the entire engine engulfed in flames, Lutz placed his
own life in danger to successfully free the surviving
passenger.

Officer Adam Whiting
Delray Beach Police Department

As officers were dispatched to a house fire with
persons trapped inside, Whiting retrieved a mask to
deal with the heavy smoke before crawling through
the residence to breach the door and guide an elderly
resident who was trapped inside to safety.

Officer Cory Herny
Boynton Beach Police Department

Boynton Beach Officer Cory Herny conducted a
traffic stop on a gold Honda that ran two stop signs,
but when he activated his lights and sirens, four
occupants of the stopped vehicle fled on foot.

One of the passengers pointed a silver gun at
Herny, who drew his service weapon and fired at the
suspect. As that suspect was hit, all other fleeing sus-
pects returned to the car. Herny then took a tactical
position until back-up arrived.

Sergeant Paul Grohowski
Port St. Lucie Police Department

In one month, Grohowski saved three civilians:
On Sept. 8, 2014, Grohowski responded to a call of

a 60-year-old man not breathing and prepared an
AED. The man began shallow breathing as fire rescue
transported him.

On Sept. 16, Grohowski again applied an AED to
an unconscious male who was not breathing. Along-
side chest compressions, the patient stabilized and fire rescue trans-
ported him to St. Lucie Medical Center.

On Sept. 23, Grohowski responded to a female threatening suicide
from the turnpike bridge. Grohowski developed a dialogue with the
female and convinced her not to commit suicide as he pulled her to
safety.

Deputy Sheriff Daniel Ganzel
Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office

Ganzel was off-duty on his way to celebrate his
wedding anniversary when he noticed a victim in
distress; a female jogger on US-1 was attacked by a
suspect who fled on a bicycle. Ganzel spotted the
suspect on US-1 and took him into custody where
the victim positively identified the suspect.

The Rest of the Best
PBA Ball Officer of the Year Awards
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■ BY MITCHELL KRUGEL

If a question came up during the day-to-day business of the Palm
Beach County PBA, anybody – and everybody – working in the office
would say, “Ask Gail.” Be it a legal question, a financial question or
just a request for information about a certain member, the refrain
that echoed through office would be, “Ask Gail.”

All the standard clichés about the vital impact a person brings to
her friends and colleagues – which in this case are one and the same
– apply here:  She goes the extra mile. She takes the bull by the horns.
Bookeeper. Office Manager. Membership Secretary. All in a day’s
work. She’s sharp as a tack. 

Gail Seldomridge truly was the main cog in the wheel for the
PBCPBA for the 20
years she worked in
West Palm. When
she passed away on
Aug. 29 following a
14-month battle
with lung cancer,
the Palm Beach
County PBA Face-
book page cele-
brated Gail as the
organization’s
“Jacklyn of all
trades.” As a
result, members
knew her simply
as Gail, one of
those rare people
who could be
identified with
one name to sig-
nify reverence
and respect she
earned and   
deserved.   

“Everybody whoever came into our building would always stop
and talk to Gail,” PBA President John Kazanjian remembers. “She
knew everybody. She knew more people than I did. She lived and
breathed our union.”

For the past 10 years, Gail added being Kaz’s personal secretary
to all her job titles. That, more or less, confirmed Gail as the hub
of the PBA, and she had a unique work ethic to meet the calls of
all her roles. 

Kaz so admired Gail’s focus on the task at hand - her relentless
motivation to leave no stone unturned - that he would often try
to distract her. But Gail wasn’t about to be untracked.

“It was like an OCD thing,” Kaz admired. “She knew she had it.
She would concentrate on things so intensely, that I would go in
and try to mess with her when she was working on a project. She
wasn’t a multi-tasker. She did one thing at a time and she was the
best at it.”

The day after Gail passed, Kaz was asked to retell some of his
favorite stories about Gail. Not unexpectedly, he said there were
so many that it was hard to pick one. He admired how she would
often come in on weekends to finish up work. He even laughed a
bit when recalling how much Gail loved to attend PBA events. 

“I’m going to miss the passion she had for the organization
most of all,” he continued. “That’s what she lived for. We were her
family.”

Gail further embraced her PBA family members – and they her
– after she lost her son, Scott, in 2002. She had that special gift of
making everybody feel like family.

The heart of the PBA
“Everybody whoever came into 

our building would always stop and
talk to Gail. She knew everybody. 
She knew more people than I did. 

She lived and breathed our union.”
JOHN KAZANJIAN 

In Memoriam: 
Gail Seldomridge
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Accordingly, condolences came from so many, including her
“Thursday Night Group” with which she shared 16 years and whose
members called her, “Princess.”

If you asked any PBA member, they would all say one of Gail’s
other special gifts was her ability to make the world around her bet-
ter. If further proof of that was needed, it was this: Gail received a
Civic Recognition Award two days after her passing. Recipients of
this award include people from all walks of life and all 50 states, and
under special circumstance it is awarded posthumously. 

The Civic Recognition Award is given to individuals that build
their lives around the 10 values of compassion, courage,
forgiveness, generosity, humility, inclusiveness, integrity, kindness,
respect and service, values that, no doubt, define Gail. Receiving the

award is an affirmation of the positive impact one’s actions can
have.

In the end, the clichés also articulate Gail’s imprint on the world.
Despite 14 months of chemotherapy, she continued doing a million
different things for the PBA as best as she could because Gail was
truly one in a million. The fact that she never stopped working was
indicative of her resolve to take one for the team. And it was never
the size of the dog in the fight, but always the size of the fight in the
dog.

“She was going through the treatments, fighting the battle, getting
better and doing great, but I guess she never recovered after the last
round of chemo” Kaz asserted. “She was a great mother, friend and
dedicated colleague who was an inspiration to so many people.”  d
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$150,000
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Matters of the Heart Bill
n BY JOSHUA SIGMUND

It is troubling to think that professionals with responsibilities to
administer workers’ compensation claims often fail in the most
basic tasks. One such task is processing mandatory “impairment”
payments to law enforcement officers with work injury and disease
claims, especially for PBA members who have claims under the
“Heart Bill” for either hypertension or heart disease, where
payments owed can exceed $100,000.

Many Palm Beach County PBA members, however, are not
aware that these tax-free payments are owed and workers’ com-
pensation administrators have taken advantage of this oversight. 

To level the playing field, the PBCPBA has engaged the
statewide law firm of Bichler, Kelley, Oliver, Longo & Fox, PLLC, to
assist members with the investigation and litigation of these
claims. At an Aug. 11 seminar at the PBCPBA hall for a room full of
members with cardiac claims who had never received
impairment payments, the firm’s Managing Partner Geoff Bichler
was put to the test:

“We had unexpected guests from Palm Beach County Risk
Management who insisted that there was no problem with
unpaid impairment payments to County law enforcement offi-
cers,” he recalled. “After these representatives of Risk
Management left the meeting, we identified approximately 20
active and retired officers who had not received any monetary
compensation for significant cardiac problems. Needless to say,
the officers we met with led us to the conclusion that Risk Man-
agement was incorrect in the assessment that ‘there is nothing to
see here.’”

With the firm’s help, the PBCPBA has discovered that potentially
millions of dollars in unpaid benefits are owed to its members
with work injury claims, even though the members have returned
to work without loss of income. These benefits, commonly
referred to as “impairment payments,” are mandated by statute
for any officer who receives a “whole body impairment” for a work
injury or disease claim.

“Our firm has seen the same pattern of unpaid impairment
benefits repeated over and over again all across the state of Flori-
da,” Bichler continued. “The failure is especially pronounced in
cases involving hypertension and heart disease, which are work-
related by operation of the ‘Heart Bill.’ If we had not seen this
problem in Jacksonville, Dade County, Miami Beach, Orlando, Tal-
lahassee and countless other places, perhaps we would be less
skeptical when faced with assurances from officials and workers’
compensation administrators that benefits had been paid as

required by law.”
The PBA-proposed “Heart and Lung

Law,” or “Heart Bill,” was passed in
1999 to provide that any condition or
impairment of health caused by tuber-
culosis, heart disease or hypertension
resulting in total or partial disability
shall be presumed to have been acci-
dental and to have been suffered in the

line of duty. In 2002, coverage was extended to all state and local
law enforcement and correctional officers.

“The first 20 officers that we met with in Palm Beach County are
likely owed tens, if not hundreds, of thousands of dollars,” Bichler
said. “Given the fact that not a single Palm Beach County officer
we have met with has received statutorily mandated impairment
payments, we must conclude that the problem is widespread.”

Bichler/Kelley is committed to working with the PBCPBA to
make certain that every officer entitled to payments receives the
full amount owed with penalties and interest. In fact, many of the
20 officers at the August meeting, now represented by Bichler/Kel-
ley, have already begun receiving payments, or soon will be.

“It is critical for officers to understand that these payments can
be quite substantial and that even if you have previously been
paid impairment benefits there is a strong likelihood that the pay-
ment was too low,” Bichler confirmed.

If you have a work injury or disease claim, and especially a
claim covered by the “Heart Bill” for either hypertension or heart
disease, you should investigate your entitlement to non-taxable
impairment benefits. Bichler/Kelley has opened an office in West
Palm Beach to handle these new claims and the firm will devote
all necessary resources to fully investigate and correct this prob-
lem. Consultations are always free of charge and no fees or costs
are paid on these claims unless a recovery is made.

“We look forward to working with PBPBA members to correct
this grievous injustice,” promised Bichler. 

All inquiries should be directed to 866-245-8977. d

Palm Beach County PBA engages legal team to investigate lack of ‘impairment’ payments

Give a little ‘Heart’
In an effort to help the families of law

enforcement officers who are killed or dis-
abled in the line of duty, the Florida PBA
has established a charitable arm which is
called the PBA Heart Fund. 

Because the PBA Heart Fund is a
501(c)(3) organization, contributions are
tax deductible. Monies donated to the Heart Fund are used to 
provide death benefits to the families of officers killed in the line
of duty and disability benefits to officers who are permanently 
disabled because of a line-of-duty disability. 

Aside from individuals who may want to donate with the tax
deduction in mind, political campaigns may dispose of surplus
funds (after the campaign is over) by donating some or all of the
surplus to the PBA Heart Fund. And, of course, other entities (e.g.
not-for-profit corporations) may also donate to this cause. 

The address is: Florida PBA Heart Fund, 300 E. Brevard St., 
Tallahassee, FL 32301. Call the Florida PBA at 800-733-3722 for
more info.

FEATURE ATTRACTIONS
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What a bargain
n BY MITCHELL KRUGEL

So how long did you think it would take the Palm Beach County
PBA to negotiate a new collective bargaining agreement with the
Palm Beach Sheriff’s Office?

A month? Six months? A year?
“I had one contract with a city that took us three years,” PBC PBA

President John Kazanjian admitted.
But when Kaz and the members of the Palm Beach County PBA

negotiating team sat down at the table to bang out the PBSO con-
tract, they completed the deal in two hours.  That’s right, two hours,
and the contract included an unprecedented clause regarding sick
leave that will benefit members in a way they never done before.

“I thought it might go one more meeting, maybe a day,” Kaz
noted. “But we zipped right through it. That’s what we do. We take
care of the ones who take care of us.”

The contract that covers the next three years when ratified in
October will serve the Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office, Palm
Beach County Sheriff’s Office Corrections and Palm Beach County
Sheriff’s Office Civilians. That’s more than 2,500 members, which
makes the lightning–fast negotiation all that much more stupen-
dous.  

First, the headlines: The three-year contract includes a 3-percent
cost-of-living increase for the first year. As for the second and third
year, Kaz said, “We are leaving those years open for now and go
back to the table, but I anticipate nothing less than 3 percent.”

Kaz also complimented Palm Beach County Sheriff Rick Brad-

shaw for his understanding in the concessions the PBA asked for
on behalf of its members.

Now, here is the pièce de résistance:  Bargaining unit members
that are pregnant and suffer a catastrophic injury will not need to
exhaust all their annual leave when they deliver a baby. In other
words, there will be a form of maternity leave for a bargaining unit
member who have a baby or is suffering a catastrophic event.

Previously they had to exhaust all their leave banks and then ask
for donated time.  Under the new contract, these members will be
eligible to ask for donated sick time with 250 hours still in their
vacation banks.

According to Article 13, Section 6:
“Any bargaining unit member, who as a result of pregnancy or

catastrophic injury depletes their sick time bank, is eligible to
receive donated sick time. The member need not exhaust all over
leave banks to become eligible.”

Kaz had run into a member, a detective working for the Sheriff’s
Office, who had twins and had to deliver early. This was her second
time giving birth, and she didn’t have enough sick leave to cover the
time off. She wound up having to lose some salary.

“That’s where I got the idea,” Kaz revealed. “I mean, that’s just not
right. These people need to be protected, so we figured, let’s put it
in the contract. At first, I had the attorneys for the Sheriff’s Office
looking at me like I had three heads. They thought if we did this for
one class, they would have to do it for all of them. But you can’t treat
pregnant females like all the other classes. And in the end, the
attorneys agreed with me.”  d

PBC PBA negotiates unprecedented contract for PBSO members  
       

   �  

Bichler, Kelley, Oliver, Longo & Fox, PLLC is the 
preeminent firm in the State of Florida representing 

first responders with Heart Bill claims. 
Experienced in All Phases of the Various •
Benefits for which Our Clients are Entitled: 

Workers’ Compensation•
Pensions•
Social Security •

Passionate about Protecting Those that •
Protect and Serve
Five Convenient Statewide Offices•

Orlando
541 S. Orlando Ave

Suite 310
Maitland, FL, 32751

Tampa
13031 W. Linebaugh Ave

Suite 102
Tampa, FL, 33626

Miami
815 Ponce De Leon Blvd.

Suite 207
Coral Gables, FL, 33134

Palm Beach
3601 PGA Blvd.

Suite 101
Palm Beach Gardens, FL

33410

Jacksonville
4811 Beach Blvd

Suite 204
Jacksonville, FL 32207

Call Bichler, Kelley, Oliver, Longo & Fox 
TOLL FREE at 866-245-8977 for a free consultation

www.bichlerlaw.com

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS!
FIND OUT IF YOU ARE ENTITLED TO MONETARY 

COMPENSATION FOR HYPERTENSION AND/OR HEART DISEASE
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Good Samaritan, great cop
Palm Beach Gardens officer helps stranded
motorists and saves drowning woman

Talk about a job well done:
On Sept. 11, at about noon, Palm Beach Gardens Officer

Bethany Guerriero came across some young men who just
purchased a car and was attempting to drive home when it
broke down. Guerriero put a call in to All Time Towing to assist
the stranded motorists, but the four students had no money
left to pay for the tow. Several attempts to find relatives to help
were unsuccessful, so Guerriero opened her wallet and paid
the bill to get them home.

Talk about another job well done:
On June 29, early in her shift, Guerriero arrived at Lake

Catherine along MacArthur Boulevard to find citizens express-
ing what she described as “desperation.” They had just wit-
nessed a young woman swimming toward a drainage pipe
before falling out of sight. 

Instinctively, Guerriero, a field training officer who joined
the department in 2004, removed her gear and entered the
water, which she knew to be home to alligators. But she wasn’t
concerned with her own safety at the moment:

“That’s always an after-thought,” she elaborated.
Guerriero found the victim struggling to breathe in the tight

gap of air between the water and the top of the cement drain.
She directed the victim to follow her voice while she laid on

her back, took a deep breath, and swam underwater to her.
Finally, the officer was able to grab the woman’s pants leg, and
in their proximity, established communication as police and
Palm Beach Gardens Fire Rescue crews took about half-an-
hour to free the stuck swimmer.

“Other than being confused, she was OK,” Guerriero attest-
ed. 

The victim was taken to the hospital for examination, and
due to the stagnant lake conditions that covered both of them
with algae, dirt and sand, they needed to be decontaminated.

Upon getting the all-clear, Guerriero unsurprisingly
returned to finish her shift.

“This is why I come out every day,” Guerriero explained.
“This is why I put the uniform on.”
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Palm Beach 
Gardens Officer

Bethany 
Guerriero near

where she saved
a woman from

drowning. 
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For Rates Contact 561-889-4577
SPECIAL RATE FOR PBA MEMBERS

Palm Beach County PBA 2100 North Florida Mango Road West Palm Beach, FL 33409  | www.pbcpba.org

Palm Beach County PBA Management, Inc. Banquet Hall available for all occasions

Host your next party at the 

Palm Beach County PBA Banquet Hall

Amenities include:
3,600 square foot banquet hall

Dance floor
Tables & chairs

Large self-contained parking lot
Audio-Video availability 

Full prep kitchen with refrigeration and electric hot box

Hours of Operation: 11 a.m.-midnight
*No admission fees shall be charged  for any events

*No alcohol sales permitted

Host your next party at the 

Palm Beach County PBA Banquet Hall
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Tell your story to this officer
Retired Indianapolis Police Officer Gary Darland was des-

tined to become a cop; it was in his blood. For more than 120
years a member of his family has served as an officer with the
Indianapolis Police Department, including his father. 

At the age of 10, a funny thing happened to Darland when
he was illegally riding on the back of a bicycle. A policeman
pulled over Darland and his friend and gave them a “pseudo-
ticket” and had the children escorted to the police station by
their parents for a safety meeting. Darland’s father was not
pleased.    

Hearing the news, his father cried, “I can’t believe it. Here I
am a policeman and I have a son that is a criminal,” before
bringing him into the station a few days later on his seventh
birthday. Darland got what might be the youngest mug shot
taken before being fingerprinted and incarcerated for an hour
until the judge allowed him to go free. 

Darland uses this story as the first of many in his book, In
Pursuit of Endorphins: Stories From Our Side of the Badge, a
compilation of humorous stories from law enforcement offi-
cers around the country about the encounters they face every-
day on duty. 

The author found his inspiration for the book during the
darkest time in his life when his eldest daughter Shannon
Leigh Lucas was diagnosed with ovarian cancer and passed
away on March 6. Before she passed, Darland shared his funny
stories like his tale on the bicycle with her, which helped the
two endure the most difficult of situations. 

Darland is currently looking for law enforcement officers
across the U.S. to submit their own stories for the book. 

Visit wwww.oursideofthebadge.com to submit yours and
be entered to win the “Best Story” competition, where the
winner will receive either $1,000 cash or a limited paid vaca-
tion to the Indianapolis 500 in May 2016. 

A portion of the proceeds of this book will be donated to
families of officers that died in the line of duty and the Amer-
ican Cancer Society in honor Darland’s daughter and any sub-
mission can include a tribute to an officer that lost their life in
the line of duty. 

At a time when negativity swirls around law enforcement in
the media, officers have to be aware that every move could be
the next big story. A little humor to get through the day
couldn’t hurt.  d

This mug shot and
fingerprints make
up one of the 
stories in In Pursuit
of Endorphins: Sto-
ries From Our Side
of the Badge, the
book retired Indi-
anapolis Police
Officer Gary Dar-
land is asking Flori-
da cops to
contribute their
funny tales to. 
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PBC PBA Member Benefits
KNOW AND ASSERT YOUR RIGHTS!
Remember, as a sworn officer, you have the right…

To be represented by a PBA attorney during any interrogation.•
To be provided any complaint, all witness statements, and all existing evidence (e.g., audio and video recordings,•
GPS locator information) for review with an attorney before the beginning of any interrogation.
To be interrogated at a reasonable hour (e.g., at a time when a PBA attorney can be present for the review and•
interrogation).
To refuse a polygraph.•
To refuse to respond to questions if an investigator intentionally fails to comply with requested requirements after•
being advised of his or her violations of those requirements.

As a dues-paying member, a Palm Beach County PBA attorney can be with you every step of the way.
If you are a member in good standing, and you are suspended or fired, Palm Beach County PBA has attorneys to assist you.

Carry the card of confidence...your PBA Membership Card

LEGAL ADVISORY
Police shootings, in-custody deaths, or serious traffic accidents

What to do?

Stay Calm

Have you been ordered to write a statement about an incident that
may be investigated?

Don’t forget your rights! Call the Palm Beach County PBA at (561)
371-7200

Do not talk to anyone until you have consulted with a PBA ATTOR-
NEY!

PROTECT YOUR RIGHTS

The following statement should be written as the first sentences on
any statement, report, or memorandum an officer is ordered to
write when the officer knows or has a reasonable belief that disci-
pline may result:

It is my understanding that this report is made for administrative,
internal police department purposes only. This report is made by
me after being ordered to do so by lawful supervisory officers. I
have not been permitted a reasonable amount of time to confer
with a PBA representative or attorney. It is my understanding that
by refusing to obey an order to write this immediately, that I can be
disciplined for insubordination and that the punishment for insub-
ordination can be up to, and including termination of
employment. This report is made only pursuant to such orders and
the potential punishment/discipline that can result for failure to
obey that order.

Legal Reminder

The legal defense policies of the Florida and Palm Beach County
PBA have an important provision regarding representation.

If a member elects to secure representation by anyone other than
the PBA (a private attorney, for example) that member is
considered to have waived representation by the PBA. Once this
happens, it is the PBA’s option whether to continue to represent the
member in that matter.

Please call the PBA office if you have any questions regarding this
policy.

We want our members to be the first to know…

There’s a great new way to stay up-to-date with the PBA on up-to-
the-minute breaking news, events, money-saving specials and
much, much more by receiving PBA texts and emails directly to
your mobile device.

Visit www.pbcpba.org to sign-up today. Signing up for the service
is free. (However, standard text message and data rates may apply).

*Be sure to add mail@pbcpba.com to your approved sender list.

E-PBA is Your Source For…
Timely news about what’s up at the Florida PBA, helpful informa-
tion regarding legislative issues, quick tips, and best practices for
members. Knowledge about PBA issues is the strength of our Asso-
ciation.

To sign up…

visit www.flpba.org or call 1-800-733-3722 today!

(Your e-mail address will not be given to any other group or organ-
ization and you will receive no advertising from outside sources. E-
PBA is available to PBA members only. Be sure to add
“pbamail@flpba.org” to your approved sender list.)

Receive PBA’s weekly “Capitol Report” newsletter during the legisla-
tive session via E-PBA, PBA’s free e-mail service! To sign up, visit
www.flpba.org or call 1-800-733-3722 today. The “Capitol Report”
is only available via E-PBA.

Emergency Contact Procedure
Please be advised that the emergency number (561) 371-7200 is for
CRITICAL INCIDENTS ONLY!

Our attorney(s) should ONLY be contacted after hours for critical
incidents; that is, an officer-involved shooting, an in-custody death,
an on-duty vehicle accident with injuries or if Internal Affairs inves-
tigators are responding right now to an incident.

If you are attempting to contact a PBA Attorney for any matter that
is not a critical incident, please contact the PBA Office (561) 689-
3745 during regular business hours 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday.
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Palm Beach County Police
Benevolent Association, Inc.
2100 N. Florida Mango Road, West

Palm Beach, FL 33409
(561) 689-3745 • www.pbcpba.org

PBSO Charity Fund Deductions
The Palm Beach County PBA Charity Fund was established in 2004
to assist our members and their children with scholarships to defray
the costs of higher education. In addition, the Charity Fund now
helps provide charitable assistance to our members and their fam-
ilies who have experienced a life altering tragedy or a catastrophic
event.

The PBA Charity Fund, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) organization.
Contributions to the fund are fully tax deductible.

If you are a PBSO employee and wish to contribute to the Charity
Fund, please visit www.pbcpba.org for instructions on donating or
contact Elizabeth at the PBA (561) 689-3745.

Attention: Retirees
Please take notice that pursuant to §95.11(3), Florida Statutes, law-
suits, including “an action founded on negligence,” and “for assault,
battery, false arrest, false imprisonment, or any other intentional
tort… ” must be filed “WITHIN FOUR YEARS” of the incident date.

To the extent that such lawsuits may be brought against you after
you retire, you need to consider continuing your membership for 4
years beyond your retirement.

If you are retired but have returned to law enforcement and are cur-
rently paying a “RETIREE MEMBERSHIP,” you should be aware that
if you are subject to such actions at a time when you no longer are
paying the appropriate dues, the PBA cannot provide legal assis-
tance. See Palm Beach County Policy 12-1.

Enjoy the full peace of mind your retirement should mean.

Get you PBA “Support Law Enforcement” Tag 
Proceeds for purchases of The Florida PBA “Support Law Enforce-
ment” license tag are deposited into the Florida PBA Heart Fund.
Please ask for the PBA “Support Law Enforcement” tag when you
visit your tag office and purchase this tag for your vehicles.

Get your PBA-Logo Merchandise

Rechargeable Mag Bulbs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5
Tag Emblems/Decals  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5
Key Chain  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5
Cufflinks  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5
Hitch Cover  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$10
Memorial Bands  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1
Lapel Pins  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5
Handcuff Key  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$7.50
PBC PBA Navy T-Shirt  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8
PBC PBA Baseball Cap  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$12
PBC PBA Polo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$30
MCSO PBA Baseball Cap  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$12
James O. Born Novel(s)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$20



THANK-YOU NOTES TO THE PBA
SCHOLARSHIPS

Thank You!

32 FLORIDA COPS  ■ SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2015



FLORIDA COPS  ■ SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2015     33

THANK-YOU NOTES TO THE PBA / SCHOLARSHIPS    
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THANK-YOU NOTES TO THE PBA / SCHOLARSHIPS
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THANK-YOU NOTES TO THE PBA      



THANK-YOU NOTES TO THE PBA / POLITICAL
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THANK-YOU NOTES TO THE PBA / IN SYMPATHY
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